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Chad and Cameroon in the east, and Niger in the north. Its coast in the south lies on the 
Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Present-day Nigeria has been the site of numerous kingdoms and tribal states for 
millennia. The modern state originated from British colonial rule beginning in the 19th 
century, and the merging of the Southern Nigeria Protectorate and Northern Nigeria 
Protectorate in 1914. 

The British set up administrative and legal structures whilst practicing indirect rule through 
traditional chiefdoms. Nigeria became a formally independent federation in 1960, and 
plunged into a civil war from 1967–1970. It has since alternated between democratically-
elected civilian governments and military dictatorships, with its 2011 presidential elections 
being viewed as the first to be conducted reasonably freely and fairly. 

Nigeria is often referred to as the “Giant of Africa”, owing to its large population and 
economy. With approximately 174 million inhabitants, Nigeria is the most populous 
country in Africa and the seventh most populous country in the world. Nigeria has one of 
the largest populations of youth in the world. The country is viewed as a multinational 
state, as it is inhabited by over 500 ethnic groups, of which the three largest are the Hausa, 
Igbo and Yoruba; these ethnic groups speak over 500 different languages, and are 
identified with wide variety of cultures. Regarding religion, Nigeria is divided roughly in half 
between Christians, who live mostly in the southern and central parts of the country, and 
Muslims, concentrated mostly in the northern and southwestern regions. A minority of the 
population practice religions indigenous to Nigeria, such as those native to Igbo and 
Yoruba peoples. 

In 2014, Nigeria’s economy (GDP) became the largest in Africa, worth more than $500 
billion and $1 trillion in terms of nominal GDP and purchasing power parity respectively. It 
overtook South Africa to become the world’s 21st (nominal) and 20th (PPP) largest 
economy in 2015; furthermore, the debt-to-GDP ratio is only 11 percent (8 percent below 
the 2012 ratio). The country’s oil reserves have played a major role in its growing wealth 
and influence. Nigeria is considered to be an emerging market by the World Bank and has 
been identified as a regional power on the African continent. Nigeria is considered to be a 
middle power in the world, and has also been identified as an emerging power; it is a 
member of the MINT group of countries, which are widely seen as the globe’s next “BRIC-
like” economies. It is also listed among the “Next Eleven” economies set to become among 
the biggest in the world. Nigeria is a member of the Commonwealth of Nations, the African 
Union, OPEC, and the United Nations among other international organizations. 



Since 2002, the North East of the country has seen sectarian violence by Boko Haram, an 
Islamist movement that seeks to abolish the secular system of government and establish 
Sharia law in the country. Nigerian President Goodluck Jonathan in May 2014 claimed that 
Boko Haram attacks have left at least 12,000 people dead and 8,000 people crippled. At the 
same time, neighboring countries, Benin, Chad, Cameroon and Niger joined Nigeria in a 
united effort to combat Boko Haram in the aftermath of a world media highlighted 
kidnapping of 276 schoolgirls and the spread of Boko Haram attacks to these countries. 
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Location of Nigeria 

 Nigeria is located in western Africa on the Gulf of Guinea and has a total area of 
923,768 km2 (356,669 sq mi), making it the world’s 32nd-largest country (after Tanzania). It 
is comparable in size to Venezuela, and is about twice the size of the U.S. state of California. 
It shares a 4,047-kilometre (2,515 mi) border with Benin (773 km), Niger (1497 km), Chad 
(87 km), Cameroon (1690 km), and has a coastline of at least 853 km.[90] Nigeria lies 
between latitudes 4° and 14°N, and longitudes 2° and 15°E. 

The highest point in Nigeria is Chappal Waddi at 2,419 m (7,936 ft). The main rivers are the 
Niger and the Benue, which converge and empty into the Niger Delta. This is one of the 
world’s largest river deltas, and the location of a large area of Central African Mangroves. 



Nigeria has a varied landscape. The far south is defined by its tropical rainforest climate, 
where annual rainfall is 60 to 80 inches (1,500 to 2,000 mm) a year.In the southeast stands 
the Obudu Plateau. Coastal plains are found in both the southwest and the southeast. This 
forest zone’s most southerly portion is defined as “salt water swamp,” also known as a 
mangrove swamp because of the large amount of mangroves in the area. North of this is 
fresh water swamp, containing different vegetation from the salt water swamp, and north 
of that is rain forest. 

Nigeria’s most expansive topographical region is that of the valleys of the Niger and Benue 
river valleys (which merge into each other and form a “y” shape) To the southwest of the 
Niger is “rugged” highland. To the southeast of the Benue are hills and mountains, which 
form the Mambilla Plateau, the highest plateau in Nigeria. This plateau extends through 
the border with Cameroon, where the montane land is part of the Bamenda Highlands of 
Cameroon. 

The area near the border with Cameroon close to the coast is rich rainforest and part of 
the Cross-Sanaga-Bioko coastal forests ecoregion, an important centre for biodiversity. It is 
habitat for the drill monkey, which is found in the wild only in this area and across the 
border in Cameroon. The areas surrounding Calabar, Cross River State, also in this forest, 
are believed to contain the world’s largest diversity of butterflies. The area of southern 
Nigeria between the Niger and the Cross Rivers has lost most of its forest because of 
development and harvesting by increased population, with it being replaced by grassland 
(see Cross-Niger transition forests). 

Everything in between the far south and the far north is savannah (insignificant tree cover, 
with grasses and flowers located between trees). Rainfall is more limited, to between 500 
and 1,500 millimeters (20 and 60 in) per year. The savannah zone’s three categories are 
Guinean forest-savanna mosaic, Sudan savannah, and Sahel savannah. Guinean forest-
savanna mosaic is plains of tall grass interrupted by trees. Sudan savannah is similar but 
with shorter grasses and shorter trees. Sahel savannah consists of patches of grass and 
sand, found in the northeast. In the Sahel region, rain is less than 500 millimeters (20 in) 
per year and the Sahara Desert is encroaching. In the dry north-east corner of the country 
lies Lake Chad, which Nigeria shares with Niger, Chad and Cameroon. 

 Environmental issues 

Nigeria’s Delta region, home of the large oil industry, experiences serious oil spills and 
other environmental problems, which has caused conflict.Some of the Environmental 
issues in Nigeria are: 

1. Waste management:Lack of  Waste management presents problems in a mega city like 
Lagos and other major Nigerian cities which are linked with economic development, 



population growth and the inability of municipal councils to manage the resulting rise in 
industrial and domestic waste. This huge waste management problem is also attributable 
to unsustainable environmental management lifestyles of Kubwa Community in the 
Federal Capital Territory, where there are habits of indiscriminate disposal of waste, 
dumping of waste along or into the canals, sewerage systems that are channels for water 
flows, etc. 

2. Deforestation and soil degradation 
3. Climate change or global warming are another major environmental problems in 

Nigeria. 
4. Haphazard industrial planning: increased urbanization, poverty and lack of competence 

of the municipal government are seen as the major reasons for high levels of waste 
pollution in major Nigerian cities. Some of the ‘solutions’ have been disastrous to the 
environment, resulting in untreated waste being dumped in places where it can pollute 
waterways and groundwater. 

In 2005 Nigeria had the highest rate of deforestation in the world, according to the Food 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). In 2005 12.2%, the equivalent of 
11,089,000 hectares had been forested in Nigeria. Between 1990 and 2000, Nigeria lost an 
average of 409,700 hectares of forest every year equal to an average annual deforestation 
rate of 2.38%. Between 1990 and 2005, in total Nigeria lost 35.7% of its forest cover, or 
around 6,145,000 hectares. 

	


